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The 09â€™â€“10â€™ NCAA college basketball season marks the 100th anniversary of North

Carolina basketball. The Tar Heels have earned top-five rankings in preseason polls four of the last

five years, twice at #1. But they werenâ€™t always seen as a power - house team. Their strength

has been decades in the making. Light Blue Reign documents the building of a program, a

behindthe- scenes, far-reaching, wide-angle perspective on one of the most formidable college

basketball teams in the country. Art Chansky, a sportswriter who has covered basketball on

Tobacco Road for more than 30 years, uses first-hand accounts from interviews with people who

were present during the fifty-year dynasty to construct an intimate, detailed narrative of what it was

like to play and work for the three Hall of Fame coaches who defined this era of success.
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The North Carolina Tar Heels are one of the most successful college basketball programs in the

land. There are of course many ways to decipher which program or team is the greatest ever... and

the author massages history to present a book that constantly summarizes that North Carolina's is

by far the greatest. To a lot of fans the final crown should be placed on the head of the team that

has won the most National Championships and that is by far UCLA with eleven. Kentucky has

seven and Indiana and North Carolina have five each. But if the reader can put the championship

total discrepancy aside... the more salient subject that the author accurately portrays is the

unmatched growth of a "TAR HEEL FAMILY"... that was started by the "dressed-to-the-nines" street

wise in life and basketball... inimitable... New York Irishman Frank McGuire. Frank was one of



thirteen children who grew up Fatherless when his New York cop Dad died at an early age. His life

was built around sports and he became the coach of St. Johns University in New York which

became one of the greatest basketball teams in the country. In fact McGuire led them to the NCAA

championship game. A point well made in the book is that he also accomplished this with North

Carolina when he won it all with his undefeated North Carolina team in 1957. The 1957

championship is still mentioned as one of the greatest upsets in history as Carolina beat the

all-time-all-time great Wilt Chamberlain and his Kansas team in triple overtime to win the NCAA

Championship. As of this writing there are only two other coaches in history that have led two

different schools to the NCAA Championship game... and they are Larry Brown (UCLA & Kansas),

Roy Williams (Kansas & North Carolina).
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